Renal transplantation in patients with AA amyloidosis nephropathy: results from a French multicenter study.
Although end-stage renal disease related to AA amyloidosis nephropathy is well characterized, there are limited data concerning patient and graft outcome after renal transplantation. We performed a multicentric retrospective survey to assess the graft and patient survival in 59 renal recipients with AA amyloidosis. The recurrence rate of AA amyloidosis nephropathy was estimated at 14%. The overall, 5- and 10-year patient survival was significantly lower for the AA amyloidosis patients than for a control group of 177 renal transplant recipients (p = 0.0001, 0.028 and 0.013, respectively). In contrast, we did not observe any statistical differences in the 5- and 10- year graft survival censored for death between two groups. AA amyloidosis-transplanted patients exhibited a high proportion of infectious complications after transplantation (73.2%). Causes of death included both acute cardiovascular events and fatal septic complications. Multivariate analysis demonstrated that the recurrence of AA amyloidosis on the graft (adjusted OR = 14.4, p = 0.01) and older recipient age (adjusted OR for a 1-year increase = 1.06, p = 0.03) were significantly associated with risk of death. Finally, patients with AA amyloidosis nephropathy are eligible for renal transplantation but require careful management of both cardiovascular and infectious complications to reduce the high risk of mortality.